
Study Abroad for Asian American Studies Majors
The Department of Asian American Studies highly encourages all of its students to participate in the UC Education Abroad Program. 
Throughout the world, issues of race and inequality have become increasingly intense, as more people now work and settle abroad at a 
much greater rate than ever before. Over the past century, many nations in Asia have generated vast Diasporas, and now many of them 
also host people from other parts of the world. Asian Americans are often re-migrating back to the lands of their ancestors, as part of this 
wide circulation of people and ideas around the globe. We hope that by studying abroad, our majors will take part in these exciting trends, 
and at the same time, gain deeper insights into their own academic work.

Why study abroad?
Asian American Studies is moving toward transnational studies of race, identity, and inequality. 

How illuminating it would be to study up close the continuing interaction of Western and Asian influences in Asian countries. Japan, 
China, Taiwan, South Korea — these are just a few places where our students could gain insights about Western imperialism and Asian 
adaptations to the West.  Japan and Korea now have large non-Japanese and non-Korean populations in their midst — again, how illumi-
nating to see how these states deal with “foreign workers,” “undocumented immigrants,” and other “threats” to their national identities. Our 
students who decide to study in European cities and capitals, they will have the opportunity to see “post-colonial” migrations—for exam-
ple, the Vietnamese community in Paris, or the South Asian community in London.
 
Our majors can learn a great deal about American race relations by examining these topics in other countries, in other places with different 
histories and entirely different cultures. As more people have moved across the world, bringing disparate cultures and ways of life in close 
contact with one another, we’ve seen more intense conflicts based on race, identity, immigration status, and class. We hope our majors will 
appreciate how the methods and insights of our field can help us better understand these trends.
 
When should I study abroad?
Students wishing to fulfill upper-division major requirements should study abroad during their junior, senior or even during a fifth year. 
Students interested in fulfilling major preparation or General Education requirements can participate as early as their sophomore year. 

If you go abroad your junior year, you should strongly consider doing a senior honors thesis based on the coursework and intellectual 
interests you developed abroad. This provides an ideal way of integrating time abroad with the completion of the Asian American Studies 
major. 

Where should I study abroad?
Most UCEAP programs offer classes in ethnic studies, history, global studies, political science, media studies, and American studies, and all 
of these would be appropriate for our majors.  For specific suggestions, please consult our faculty advisors in the department.

What classes should I take?
By searching Gaucho Credit Abroad and and the UCEAP Course Catalog, you will get an idea of the types of Asian American Studies 
courses UC students have taken around the world.

All UCEAP students automatically earn UC credit for the work they complete abroad. However, the application of credit to major require-
ments is subject to the discretion of the department and approval of the college. Save all syllabi, papers and other relevant course informa-
tion to help you petition courses for specific requirements.

Use Gaucho Credit Abroad to search for the types of credit (i.e. major, minor, GE areas, or electives towards graduation) that UCSB stu-
dents received for courses taken on UCEAP. You can find more UCEAP courses in the UCEAP Course Catalog and additional course listings 
on UCEAP partner university/program websites.

How do I get started?
Explore program options
Attend info meetings
Contact the UCSB EAP Office
Contact the Department of Asian American Studies
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https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/study-abroad-in-japan?country[29]=29
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/study-abroad-in-china?country[15]=15
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/study-abroad-in-taiwan?country[16]=16
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/study-abroad-in-south-korea?country[30]=30
https://eap.ucsb.edu/academics/gaucho-credit-abroad
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/student-resources/uceap-course-catalog
https://eap.ucsb.edu/academics/gaucho-credit-abroad
https://uceap.universityofcalifornia.edu/student-resources/uceap-course-catalog
https://eap.ucsb.edu/explore/program-info
https://eap.ucsb.edu/news
https://eap.ucsb.edu/contact-us
https://www.asamst.ucsb.edu/
https://eap.ucsb.edu/academics/major

